
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

CEO newsletter 17th November 2021 

I hope you have all had an enjoyable half term break, and welcome to my second 
newsletter as CEO of The Samara Trust. I have greatly enjoyed my first six months working 

as part of The Samara Trust team, and getting to know our schools, children, families, 

colleagues, governors and trustees. We are off to a flying start for the 2021-22 school 

year; there is a very positive and productive atmosphere in our schools, the children are 
happy and settled, and enjoying a rich and broad curriculum. I am proud to be the CEO of 

a group of schools that are such a hive of talent and hard work. 

 

It has also been a pleasure to work alongside our schools on a number of developments, 
including updating our curriculum, overhauling our Accelerated Reader books and IT 

upgrades. Here is a greater insight into what we’ve been working on: 

 

Curriculum 
 

Our intention at The Samara Trust is to create a meaningful and memorable curriculum 

for each of our schools, which is aspirational, interactive and diverse. A new curriculum 

tab has been created for each school, accessible from the home page. From this main 

curriculum page, you can see a list of all topics taught in school, and from here access 
further information such as a curriculum overview, key vocabulary used within the subject 

and progression of skills. In addition to our school websites, you can also find out more 

about our curriculum update in school, via displays and in discussion with your child’s 

teacher. As you can imagine, a significant amount of work has gone into this curriculum 
overhaul project, and my thanks go to our staff, including teachers and headteachers, for 

their dedication to encouraging a love of learning in our children.  

 

Reading developments  
 

An audit of all book stock has been undertaken, including our Accelerated Reader books. 

Lots of new, engaging titles have appeared on the shelves in our schools to cover all ability 

levels, including requests from the children themselves. Promoting a love of reading is a 

pivotal aim for us as a Trust, it helps children to develop their reading skills of course, but 
more than that, it gives children a passion for reading that will hopefully stay with them 

through their lives. It has been lovely to see the children choosing their own Accelerated 

Reader books, talking enthusiastically about them and completing the comprehension 

quizzes. Teachers are also able to use the information generated through the scheme to 
inform their teaching. We plan to arrange home access to the Accelerated Reader website 

this term, so you will be able to see how your child has been doing and discuss the books 

they have read so far.  

 
IT developments  

 

The IT developments we began over the summer term have come to fruition with the IT 

equipment now fully in use. Every classroom across the Trust now has a state of the art 
CTouch screen in place of a whiteboard, linked to new, high speed internet from the new 

lines brought into all three schools. New WiFi has been installed at Little Sutton and 

Clutton, with new servers to be installed later this term. These developments have been 

made possible through Trust funding.  

 
 

 



School collaboration  

 

Collaboration between our three schools is increasing and it’s a pleasure to see colleagues 
sharing good practice and helping to embed excellent teaching and learning. Our facilities 

team, comprised of our caretakers from each school, worked together tirelessly and with 

great skill during the summer break to improve the resources available to our school 

communities.  
 

 

New uniform for Little Sutton  

 
Little Sutton has had a new look 

of late, with a change of main 

uniform colour from blue to 

forest green. The children are 
looking incredibly smart in their 

new uniform, and you can see 

the results of this in the updated 

Little Sutton website and new 

video. As an Academy Trust, we 
are able to bid for ‘Condition 

Improvement Funding’ (CIF) 

from the Government and I am 

delighted to be able to let you 
know that funding of £280,000 

has been secured by The 

Samara Trust to completely 

replace the leaking roof at Little Sutton, with work commencing on this project in early 
December. The roof lights, several of which have been boarded over for some years now, 

will all be reinstated as part of the work, allowing natural light to flood back into the 

building.  

 

Potato growing update  
 

Last but certainly not least is our potato growing update! All three schools’ Reception 

classes, now in Year 1, were delighted at their potato crops, albeit smaller due to the very 

hot and dry weather we had over the summer holidays (remember that?!). The potatoes 
were counted, drawn and some were even served for their lunch. Well done children for 

your hard work on this project.  

 

My next CEO newsletter will be next term. In the meantime, if you have any questions, 

comments or concerns, you may get in touch at: 

feedback@thesamaratrust.cheshire.sch.uk 

Best wishes, 

Mr George Bulman 

CEO 
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